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NOMMON L . _— into the in. 
'tricate parts ofa controverſy. With theſe they 
are often confounded. Though they are frequently 
no more than the a ages of the ſubject in dif.* 
pute, yet they the weak xzeader, till he iy: 
ready to forget the main queſtion, whict, when cares: 
fully attended to, is generally plain and eaſy. This, 
I think, is in ſome meaſure, the cafe, with regard to 
the controverſy on Chriſtian baptiſm, I have long 
thought ſo; and my mind was peculiarly truck, with 
this apprehenſion, by reading a late pamphlet on the 
ſubject. This gave birth to the ſmall publication 
now put into the hands of the reader. defign of 
it is to ſtate the nature and importance of baptiſm in 
an eaſy light; and to collect what appears to be 
eſſential to the controverſy into a narrow eompaſs. 
That baptiſm is an ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt is 
agreed on all hands; and therefore to ſuppoſe that it 
does not deſerve and demand our ſerious and diligent 
attention cannot but be an affront to the Lord of Glory, 
the acknowledged author of it. —That it is an inſti- 
tution of the New Teſtament is equally certain; and 
therefore we muſt directly advert to what that in- 
Hllible and infinitely precious book teaches eoncern- 
ing it. To do this, with as much brevity as poſſible,” 
has often been uſeful on various ſubjects; and may 


4 2 polibly 


> 


: * ** 


e 955 {= 15 
\- poſſibly * be un  unprofiable on the preſent 8 
ſimple tipright minds, WO AE. 
Cexrely ng to know their duty, and to perform it, 
+ that they may ** ſtand complete and in all the 
will of God. Col. iv. 12. Whic is certainly the 
deſire of every rea} CHER GH ASIESNI A. 
| I confeſs myſelf a Baptiſt for RSS fake. 
Pr A to be en in dif | 
tarlon wich any wen on tha I cannot _ 
5 rehend, howewer, that if any man who prac-. 
| tiſes. the ſp rinkfng "of infants, Thould thooſe to take 
the ſame —— v. ſide of the queſtion, and in 
the ſame compendious and ſimple manner, ſtate the 
evidence which he apprehends, the New 22 
gives in favour INT L. dp wy N 
wapld, perhaps, ſee wit u 
and —5— may act as he ho ive an account. 
of himſelf to God.; who will: g to ere 
ment every. work, with every Tree ch: whether - | 
it be good or evil. xii. 14. 4 
In the mean time, far from condemning thoſe whe, 
chooſe to controvert the point in all its extent, I fin- 
cerely wiſh the divine benediction to reſt on all who, 
on either ſide of the queſtion, : are ewe to 
« ſpeak the truth in love. 
Queſtion I. Who are the perſons to whom che 
ordinance of baptiſm ought to be adminiſtered ? 
Anſwer. On all other ſubjects we think it ſafeft 
to conſult the precepts and examples which relate to _ 
them. This is confeſſedly the ſafeſt, moſt natural, 
and moſt d. We ionable method, on the ſubject | 
now. in hand. ; therefore | make the following 
obſervations. ; | 
1. John is the firſt perſon of whom we. read i in 
ſeripture, who adminiſtered baptiſm to his diſciples. 
He 15 therefore emphatically called John the Bap- 
2. A few months. before our Saviour began his; 
miniſtry ry, John **preached in the wilderneſs of u- 


: dea; ;” and the people whom he baptized were ſuch 
g 9 
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ab *confolſed their fink. Mt. in. a, 64. Mar. "Y > 
Noo we find that he any others, 
our bleſſed Redeemer, who <rwits c/Mrre Thee 
could not be infants. If Infants hang err con- 
feſs, they · are notable to confeſs them. 4” : ns 
g. When que Saviour was baptized bb wi toe an. 
| intent, He began to be about thirty years of auge: 
Luke iii. 23. He was therefore . of allult 
baptiſm, but not of infant bi Jl | Ee I» 
After his baptiſm, our iour began to preach; 
and he made and rower more diſciples - chan 
John.“ John iv. 1. This expreſſton clearly intimates 
that theſe peopie were made diſciples firſt, and then 
baptized. But can an infant be made a diſciples df 
Chriſt ? Certzinly not. Vet this Mon wasuſed = 
with the utmoſt propriety of thoſe who were 8 | 
by our Lords miniſtzy,+-Our-bord: therefore ba 
tized converted bes Cores 1.619463 
1 one infant. | 
5- Before our Saviour aſcended into lesben . 
| yore his apoſtles this commiſſion.” "© Go teach allna- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” Mat. XxViii. 19. 
—lt is certain the phraſe all nations, does not ns- 
eeſſarily include infants, (fee 1 "Chron: XIV. 17. 2 
Chron. xxxii. 23. Pal. IXxii. 11, 17. Mat. xxiv. 9. 
Acts xiv. 16;- Rev. xiv.- 8. &c; &c.] the commiſſion. 
elearly ſignifies teach them firſt, and then haptize 
- them.” Alt is certain this had been our Lord's me- 
thod-—and-we ſhall ſoon find that the apoſtles ſo un- 
derſtood it, and practiſed accordingiy. This com- 
miſſion, therefore; cannot be fu cd to authorize _ 
baptizing of infants, but of thoſe who are | 
1 6: At Jeruſalem, many were** ricked tothe heart = 
by the preaching of Peter, Acts ii. Theſe aid 
unto Peter, and to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men and 
brethren, what ſhall we do? Peter anſwered, 4 8 | 
and be baptized every one of you. Then at 
gladly received the word were * baptized. 2 Naas 37. 
38, 41+, 15 is evident theſe were not infants. 
A 3 7. 4 Philip * 
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. , Philip tel down to Seargend pers 
| PR to them.— And when hey! believed Pt 4 
Preaching the things concerning the kingd 
and the name of Jeſus Chriſt. they — 4 tized, 
both men and women. Acts viii. 5, 12. Infants 

could not $/ieve theſe things. I. ey coal bor, 

therefore, be here included. | 

1. Towards the end of che ſame cha rr, we "read 
of 5 5 baptiſm of the Ethiopian Eun Ver. 35— 

: h contain Horwea nat an Infact.” ; 

2 In the ninth chapter of the Acts, the connection 

baptiſm of Saul, afterwards Paul the Apoſtle, are 
related; and in the twenty-ſecond chapter, he in- 

" forms the multitude that 3 he was converted, 

Ananias ſaid to We wee and be! Dara. y vel 


AP 25 
10. We r ms. in the court e ter aloe peter 
prenched at Ceſarea; and (the Holy Ghoſt fell onali 
them which heard the word.“ Ver. 44. On which Peter 
aid, Can any man forbid water, that theſe. ſhould 
not be baptized, who have received the Holy Ghoſt _ 
2s wellas we? And he commanded them to bap- 
_ tized in the name of the Lord.“ Ver. 47, 48. Here 
Thok who were baptized, had firſt * 7 the word, 
and — the 2208" Ghoſt. — Not —_— bur 
belie vers. 


11, Paul and his companions wentto Phil * . 24 5 


4 Certain woman, named Lydia —was ba 
and her houfhold.“ Acts xvi. 15. 25.— 
this woman had a huſband, or chindren, or of — 
her family conſiſted, we are not informed. We can 
only conjecture from circumſtances. All men know 
that there. are many families in which there are no 
$ofants ; and that of Lydia might be one of thoſe, 
'T here 58 no account of her huſband or children. It 
Js natural to conclude that, at leaſt, her huſband 
would have heen mentioned if ſhe had one; and that 
the houſhold would have been called bis, not hers, 


This is uf val vr occaſions. It is therefore very 
| probable 
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* 


_ called brethren, and were comfo 


not recor 


ng Bo Day 
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bable that ſhe nad neither 1 nor „ 


rſons who are 

y the Apoſtles. 
Ver. 40. Theſe expreſſions ate not ahle to 
infants, - At any. rate, this is an inſtance of behevers* 
baptiſm; but erde no evidence i in fayour of infant 


er family uppears to conſift 


baptifin... 


12. At Philippi, 8 houſhold was baptized; 
that of the Jailor, Faul and Silas “ ſpakeghe wor 


of the Lord to him, and to all that were in 'S 45 5 | 


and he—was baptized, and all his ſtraightway ; ;—and 
rejoiced, believing in God, with all his houſe. Acts 
XVi. 3—34. Such expreſſions are r with 
the ſtate of BYE The apoſtles co ot, with 
any N ak the word of the Lord“ to in- 
fants. or could infants believe and rejoice , in 


God.“ This houſhold then, affords a ſtriking in- 


ſtance of the baptiſm of believers ; but no . of” 
infant baptifin. ty 

13. Paul preached at Corinth eiskteen f 
in which period many of the Corinthians — 
believed, and were baptised.. Acts xviii. 8, Be, % 
They frſt heard; then believed, and were bap | 
So n at thoſe baptized at Corinth were believers, not 
in * "os | 

In 1 Cor. i, +6, Paul ſays he baptized the 
kouthold of Stephanas,”” Concerning this houſhold 
we only know that it was the firſt fruits of Achaia; 
and that they. had addicted themſelves to the — 
niſtry of the ſaints.” 1 Cor, xvi. 1-.—This, however 
underſtood, cannot be applied to infants. _ 

From theſe obſervations we fairly conclude—that . 
baptiſm is an ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt—that'-be- 
lievers, and believers without exception, are the ſub- 
jects of it.— That we have not found a hint that gives 
authority to baptize infants—Not a word concerni 
baptizing believers and their children. It woul 
appear a great defect in the ſacred Hiſtory, that it has 

ed the baptizing of infants, if any ſuch 
thing was praiſed, On other occaſions, when chil- 
>. 4 dren 


VV 2 
dren are concerned witch their parents, they ate men- 
_ tioned with them. [See Mat. th 8, 2 Can we 

ſuppoſe it would nothæye been ſo here? But no ſuch 
thing is mentioned, nor can fairly be "inferred from 

any one pallage in the whole New Teſtament, The 
| concluſion is, we have no authority to believe that 


- 


3 * ſuch thing was then practiſed. 1 
ft | It is of no conſequence to ſay the firſt chriſtians - 
were Jews and heathens, who embraced a new. reli- 
gion; but now ſince chriſtianity is the religion of 
our country, the faith of the parent gives his child a 
right to the ordinance of baptiſm,”*” Becauſe it is 
certain we have no ſuch inſtructions ax theſe in ſcrip- 
_ ture—It is alſo certain that if the parents faith give 
any ſuch right to his children at this day, it gave 
them this right in the days of the apoſtles. If it had, | 
in the days of the apoſtles, given this right to chil- : 
dren, ſurely the facred writers would have mentioned ; 
it; and they would have informed us that on this 4 
rinciple, they baptized the children of believers. 
But of this we have no intimation in any part of | 
ſcripture. Much lefs can we ſuppoſe that =: 
of chriſtian gives 'any ſuch right; though this muſt 
be ſuppoſed and proved, before we can plead for the 
baptizing of all infants in a chriſtian country on that 
r,, Rt 41 gs,” 
That we ought not to baptize infants, and that be- 
hevers ought to be baptized might be evinced much 
more largely: But theſe few pages are deſigned for 
© the plaineſt chriftians ; and it is ſufficient for theſe 
to remember that we have no command to baptize 
infants, nor any example of it in all the ſcriptures, 
On the other hand, we have both expreſs commands 
and examples, not a few, to warrant the baptiſm of 


7 believers. | £08 6 
Mian baptiſm ? Is it ſprink- 
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Queſt. II. What is Ch 
ling, or immerſion? = | 
Anſ. It has been, and ſtill is, very generally ac- 
knowledged by learned and candid men, that baptiſm 
is Immerſion, and that to baptize is to immer/e. 11 
F gn 
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i eee, obhas 
deſigu of this little piece forbids me to eite 8 0 1 
authorities; If the reader wiſh to examine the truth--  — 
of what I have aſſerted, I do, with great pleaſure, — 

refer him to Mr. Booth's Pzdobaptiſm Examined, 
Second Edition ; and ſhall here only quote the words n 
of a few, whoſe . ee be diſputed; and 7 
who could not be under the power of prejudice in . 
favour of belieyer's baptiſm. © 5 
« Baptiſm is immer/fion; und was adminiſtered in 
ancient times according to the force and meaning of 
the word.“ e __ - SALMASIU8S.. 
«« The word baptize ſignifies to immerſe,” 
due hy +> CALVIN... 
« Chriſt commanded” us to e (of which 
word it is certain immerſion is ſigniſied. $6 
5 * HosffNIAx, e ee 
The act of baptizing is the immerfor of believers: — 
in water, This. expreiſes the ag the word. I 
Thus alſo it was performed by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles. n PII TI. 
' © In England of late years, I ever thought the 
parſon baptized his own fingers, rather than the child.“ 


| N | SELDEN.. _ 
To baptize fignifies-to lunge, as is granted by all 
the world. * 7 * Bp. Boss ur. 
N My reader is not ſuppoſed to be a critic in the 


learned languages. But he can read his New Teſ- 
tament, and judge whether the accounts of baptiſm. 
given in that infallible book are more * le to - 
the notion and practice of ſprintling, or of immerſion.. 
To aſſiſt him we make the following rematks.. 
1. John baptized in the river Jordan, Mat. Iii. 
6. Mar. i. 3, 9. Do perſons uſe to ſprinkle others 
in a river? Would a man appear wiſe who went into 
a river to ſprinkle another? Can we think that 
John would act ſo imprudently? But if he immer/ed. 
the people, all is clear, wiſe and/natural.. - _ 
2. John was baptizing in Enon—becax/ſe there 
was much water there? John iii. 23. Obſerve the 
reaſon ; * becauſe there was much vater there. Is. 
e „ this 
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4bis ceafon ausge if he. friakled the people? | 


«4 /ould that require much. auarer —-Would not one 


_ fGingle-ſpring,.or:{mall rivulet be ſufficient ? But the 
'reaton 43'a good one, if he immerſed the people. He 


_then wanted much water. There was much water at 


Enon: and therefore he baptized at that place. It 
is therefore natural. to 
- the people; and that to baptize is to immerſe. » | 
3. Our Sayiour was baptized in the ſame famous 
river. Mat. Ii. * „Mar, i. 9. Would he be 
| Strinkled in a river? If - were immer/ed, a river was 

- quite convenient, and proper for. the purpoſe, But if 
be were ſprinkled, we ſhould think it would have 
been performed in any place, in a parlor," a hall, a 

kitchen, a ſynagogue, the temple, any where, rather 


* 


than in a river. Common ſenſe, and all hiſtory will 


confirm this. I think no man can”produce at in- 
ſtance from any. hiitory, of people going into a river 
to be ſprinkled, nor was it ever ſuppoſed, that I know 


of, unleſs in the caſe of Jeſus and his diſciples, and 
thoſe of John the Baptiſt, . Can we imagine that they 


would be ſo remarkably fingular; and; without ne- 
 eelfity, act, in this inſtance, contrary to all other men? 


<Y 4. When Chriſt was baptized, © he went up out of 


the water; a further proof that he had been i the 
water; and therefore, a furtherevidence that baptiſm 
— SS CO Pen CID 
g. As Philip and the Eunuch © went on their way, 
came to a certain water;*'—and “ he com- 

- manded the chariot to ſtand ſtill; and they went 
both down ixto the water; bath Philip and the Eu- 
nuch; and he baptized him. And when they were 
come up ont of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip.” | 35 2 051 
If baptiſm had been /rini/ing, why was not the 
Eunuch baptized till they came to this certain water? 
If a baſon of water could not have been obtained in 
the way almoſt any where, it is a well known fact 
that perſons of digaity in thoſe deſart countries, al- 


— 


mclude that John immer/ed 


ways took water along with them in their baggage. 
; 1 g | A imall 
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p for the Purpoſe of 

: Wbes they were come 258 6 0 this certulr water; 5-4 
> | both went down re it; and then Philip baprized” 

. 
: 
f 


: 
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Eunuch! Here a plain reader i E as before. 

Why did they both 80 3 the water! Was ic 

rinkle4? © en Ie 1 
ba would not P Phils Res 5 

5 bling were Vn, not Philip have ; 

| 4d ths arch and can we ſuppoſe that, Torn 1 * 

3 > 4. 


1 prudent if the Eunuch was on 
two wiſe men go into à water 


circumſtances, Philip would have gone into the water 
to have done this? | 
6. The word is Coinitiinds uſed in a ery 
ſenſe. Let us refer to theſe paſſages, ; 
Our Saviour ſays, “I have a baptiſm to be bap- 
dice Wirk. Luke x, 50. That here, and in Mar t. 
XX. 22, our Lord refers to his ſufferings is allowed 
on all hands. But why does he call theſe ſufferings 
a baptiſm ? The anſwer which divines apree to gi 
and which is very obvious, is, becanſe ht Was, as 
were, Vyerwhelmed ot covered with the water. They 
explain it to this ſe. **T have a moſt dreadful 
baptiſm to be baptized with, and Know that, I fhall | 
ſhortly be bathed; as it were; in blood, and plus, wi * 
in the moſt overwhelming diſtreſs.“ Thus we 
quently ſay that a perfor in great trouble is orer- 
whelmed with grief, or immerſed in calami EST 
ov was there any thing in the ſufferings of our 
bleſſed Redeemer which reſembled Pinka I not, 
theſe words contain a certain proof that f AT is 
a not baptiſm. Was there any thing which refembled 
immetfion # There certainly was. He might truly 
ſay I am come into deep" waters, where the floods 
overflow me.“ Pſal. Ixix. 2. If immerſion” be bap- 
tiſm there is a mew H 9 ce in the expreſſions ; 
but if ſprinkling be there, is no er 
becauſe no reſemblance; 
Before our Lord . into heaven, he made a 
famous promiſe to his diſeiples. Ye hafl be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghott not many days * 
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ind; and 1e all che houſe where they 
| ere filled with the Hoh, 
haſt. „ 4. is called à 645 | 
Boes the Late of the {diſciples at this-time + ola of 
| the ſtate of a perſon ſprinkled with à few. drops of 
water! Certainly - not. Does it then reſemble the 
ſtate of a perſon immer/ed?, Would it be im eh Abd 
ſay the diſciples. were immer/ed in the Ho 
It led the houſe. They were filled, Fans £0m, 
__wered with it. It was ev za reſemblance of im- 


merſion; and the paſlage «ford 4 ſolid prook that 


1 


Conſider another paſſt paſſage. , 24 [opts xX. 2 7 
our fathers were under nn i tt ons bo 
through the ſea; and zed unto. 12 
in the cloud and in the ſea. apoſtle reſe TS. to, 
he Bae of the Iſraelites, Exod. xiv. 21 Po. 22, 
br ght cloud was over them. The ſea. became dry, 
land; and they. went into the midſt of it on - boo 


round. | The waters were a wall to them on both: 
grow In this ſituation they ſurrendered themſtlyes 


tds the direction of Moſes, who, by divine appoint- 


. engaged to conduct them to the promiſed, 


Moſes was an eminent type of Chriſt, as 2 prophet- 
and hawgiver; Acts iii. 225 2g. and as the people 
| ſurrendered themſelves to the conduct of Moſes, fo a, 
true believer, in the ordinance. of baptiſm,. humbly, 
and confidently ſurrenders himſelf to Chriſt, as the. 


teacher and — of the Church, to: be conducted ta 


heaven in the way of univerſal holineſs: £5 7365 
Conſider the fitzation of the Iſraelites, They were 
in the nidſ of the ſea; and the cloud oyer them. 
Ihus they reſembled a perſon immerſed: or. covered 
in the water, when heis baptized.. But there is no- 
thing in the relation which can induce us to conceive 


that ne 1s ts 
| Believers 


— E 


at 


F N | EY 


Relics g 8d with es * 
_ vi. 4. Col. ii. 12. It is, I think, generally+ 
Allowed on all hands; that «< the apoſtle here alludes: FE 
to the ancient manner of baptizing by: 1 t 
n wanL0s a : 
reſembles a larial, none: 
8 bat wil die be aft of for H. 


| not, the apoſtle cannot here allude pc Con- 
| * is chitin. 
ba 


x; "via ſprinkling but immerſion i 
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Maia ee then. will judge; whether theſs- 5 
 pallages do not confirm what ſo many learned men 
en Both fides. have aſſerted ; that ** baptiſm is immer- 
fan. He will alfo judge whether it be not from 


Eee have only been ſprinkled. 


baye not been baptized 
as abuſed when they 3 are called Anabaptiſts. - | 
— III. Is not baptiſm a ſtanding ordinance of 
Ch NIGER Fovieereliiies og jutherneſs 
mitive a | 
Auf. = Chiitianain have thou e Cos 
in all ages; and inſiſted on the necellity ; and 
this juſtly, for the-following reaſons.. . 
1. It was not only practiſed by John the baptiſt; 
but alſo. by our Saviour and his-apoſtles, both before 
and after our Lords reſurrection; and was adminiſ. 
tered both to converted Jews and Gentiles, by our 
Lord's direction. This we have ſeen already. Nor 
is there any intimation in ſcripture, that it ſhould 
ever be laid aſide, either in the -apoſtolie,. or in any 
future Age. * | 
2. The promiſe annexed to che i of our 


; and whether-the baptiſtyÞe. = 


Saviour plainly intimates the permanent duration of 


the ordinance: - Lo, I am with * always, even to 
the end of the world. Mat. xxiii. 19, 20. 

| 4 It is connected with duties, both of miniſters 
and people which are N om equal importance 


now, as they formerly were, Nor have we the leaſt 


intimation that theſe duties and . baptiſm, ſhould ever 5 
be ſepatated, or the c nnection between them l 
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N — the gene, Mat. xxvili. 10% Mar- 
uri, th Bevin 4 it 9 x4 
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— 8 Se 


Anh dt äs ocniieBed: with Hhakih... 5 


— ſhould be * wich e 


| have not. ü ind 
2 anden all the at this' tay 
which'it — in the firſt age of ohriſtiani ; an | 


_ theſe are needful ow as they were then. 4 
writer, (Mr. Jenkins) in a little piece intitled The | 
Beauty of Believers Baptiſm,” has recoutited theſe 
various ends of baptiſm, Whether we fully: 7 
_ him i — all — aſſerts, or _ it cannot be denied; ö 
baptiſm anſwers maxy of the purpoſes which he 
has mentioned. It is — ao thin — 
yo er he the ſame, — are a 5 neceſſary Y of 
s an inconteſtible the u 
chriftian baptiſm. 1 pero * | 
Queſt, IV. Although we allow that: bapti 4s 
immerſion, and that believers were «immerſed in the 
firſt ages, by divine appointment; yet, is thers- any 
harm in changing the practice, ſo far as to adminiſter 
it to infants, and to prix#/c rather than immeyye ? 
a Anſ. It is certainly . for the following rea- 
ons. 

1. We find no intimation in * per that any foch 
change ſhould ever be made. Such a change is there- 
fore the eontrivance of man, and cannot be pleaſing 
to the great head of the church, who moſt juſtly re. 
quires that we * do whatſoever he commands us. 
Joun xv. 1 | 

. The chriſtian diſpenſation is the laſt diſpen- 
ſation given to men. 3 17 —_ has its pe- 
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culiar poſitive inſtitutions. | ge of ordinances 
A a gs in che Lichonſarions to which the 
| ordinances 

d \ 


which baptiſm. was d 


2 12 8 1 bor 


4. of the immerſion 2 belie vers, ad- 


mitting Fra 5 be chriſtian baptiſm, cannot WI im- | 


rg introduced. is » 144 4 r err 
r dur 60 rale 1 in matters of re- 


This is allowed in other parts of religion, 


an if d if fo, why not in this? 9 this principle we are 


N popebNe Why haye we left that cor- 
— 8 it it be lawful to change any part or 
mean of religion 7 What right baye we to make a 
change in this inftance more than in othem ? Chriſ- 
tian baptiſm is one part 
the counſel of God oughtto ſand. 


4. To make a chan © in > dine mie is 


virtually to call in queſtion the wiſdom of ay ber who 
appointed it. For if we make a 0 
it is forthe better. Ts not this, in 
we have found out a better way than God has ap- 
pointed; and conſequently we are oe witer than he? 

5. To make a change in a divine inſtitution, is, 
in effect, to aſſume an authority which belongs t 
none but God, who, alone, has a right to diet in 
matters of religion. If we act as we pleaſe, we ate 
putting ourſelves in the place of God _ hey, or 

tting ourſelves in op ton to him. — 
command me and 1 4 his commands, oe 1/197 2 
divine warrant, I evidently call that min my maffer 
- 2 and ſubmit to him, as though he were " 

aker, 
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of the counſel of God; and 


e, we pretend 
yr to ſay, that 


* 


"Fi at 
PO EY 


4 


es when an ordinatice' Is. 


t exe 


eompliſhment of 
obſervation, by many 
| before us calls us to "apy 
requires the! 
7 clearly appears 
4, 8. Col. 1. pots 1 Pet, Iii. 20, 24, that chriſ- 


it ts! 79 e 


+ ths 
be a ſtandin repreſentation of the hurial and reſur— 
rettion of Chrift, and a profeſſion of our death to fin, 
and recovery to holineſs. But ſprinkling a child 
with water neither ddes, nor can poſſibly anſwer theſe 

ends. This argument will apply to almoſt every 

ſacred: inſtitution, whether moral beef tive. To 
ce an ordinance, therefore, is, ſo far, to defeat 
the deſign of the bleſſed God, who ap inted it, and: 
to change the 'ordinance of baptiſm. xr? immerſing- 

a believer to {| prinkling an in nt, is to defeat the de- 
fign'of, God in appointing that ordinance... © - 

7. To change the ordinance of baptiſm from the 
2 of believers to the ſprinkling of infants is 
to annihilate the ordinance itſelf. No inſtance can 
be produced, in whieh, either b y precept or example, 

tbe ſcriptures authorize the ſprinkling of infants. - If 
* were baptiſm, no inſtance can be pro- 
duced, from-ſcripture, of infants being the ſubjects of 

* If 1 0 were os ſabj ors of « $a valid aus. 

thority can produc in proof that zing ſig- 
nifies /prinkling. Now thers bs —_ wig nes Fe 

and therefore, where the practice of ſprinkling infants 
is adopted, chriſtian baptiſin, whic is yet a dit _ 
ferent thing, , is totally loſt. 
8. To change an ordinance i is to betra the an 
which God has repoſed in his church. The. church 
is the pillar and ground of the truth.” —1 Tim. iii. 
ge The truth js a ſacred RE committed to 
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"Ordinances arc means ' to 


t the now- 


from Rom. 


haptifen was, 'befides other reaſons, defigned to 


he 
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the 1 
_ To change a divine apdinance is repreſented in in LIE 


ſcnipture, as a crime enormity. f da: 
an CHEE — os * pear 


in any degree, a 


Wer, 


the cba to he 1 
poſition. am 8 „* "x 
3, Ke. I we gi ve up or alter any 
counſel of God, we a0 Jeceiefully — 
' which he has repoſed in " 


. 4 | 


nances as he Bad delivered them”. to that.church.. © 


1 Cor. xi. 2. Awful, threatnings, are denounced by; 


the prophet Iſaiah, xxiv. 5, and one. of the crimes on N 


LEY 


© they have changed the ordinance. Whatever or- 


dinance is intended, the leſſon we are ta ht is that 
to change an ordinance is a we 


the ſons of Aaron made a. & 
cumſtance, in the offering of * K there went 
out fire from the Lord, and and deyoured. them,”'—For, 


faith Jehovah, - I. will. be  ſanRibed to a 
ple 5 | 

is fol 

altering, | 


come nigh me, and before all Ep 

glorified.” Ley. X. 1, This 

cient to make N LS at the thoug 75 
acred 


. or 1 3 


to ſuch an alterations 27551 it by any man, 
or number of in the w 


_ Queſt, . x, Þ, at believers | 
. 1580 Wale: yh 5 ce 1 23 4 K "3 


ginal ſin,” nor make any one «© member of Chrift, 


a child of God, and an ipheritor of the kingdom of. 


heaven, por «bring an one into the. covenant of 


grace,” nor is it ** a ſeal of 2 cove eqant. of —_ - 


as ſome have incautiouſl a. york is 


importance, and.cannot be n 1 | 


* the following reaſons. . 

Jo ſup eee 
* author ;4 the. Lord of glory as an: indi 
perſon. . If bapliſim be a rrifle bleſſed Jeſus who 
obſerved and enjoined it is a a ner. All duties de- 


rive their importance, inone a W | 


878 


account of which the threatnings are denounced ids. 


8 When two of 
ge in one fingle.cir- 


pee the 9. BY Ain: 


ber 4 ory, Ar, to degtade 


i or 3 Illes be treated with indif- 
| nce, the ſlight termipates on rhe parent or maſter 
"_—_ Shall Jeſus be thus lighted? God forbid! - 

iſm is one Part of 71 2 Bteouſne/s. Mat. il, 
151 It cannot then de negleche without guilt, Mat. 
v. 19. It becomes all the followers of >; iſt, as it 
- became Chriſt himſelf, to. fulfil all righteoufnefs. 


g. It is the duty of believes co be baptized, in 


order to act conſiſtentiy with their einen. . 
*« Why call ye me Lord, 15 
Which 1 fay,” Ic bur Saviour's Query. Luke vi, 14. 


We all ovghi to put this Query to! « our own. con- 
Heotim is Wifoliied ſame aurpeftt) 
| R by the It is ch . 4 


this reſpect, of equal rde with an other 
duties. $o the » e James argues on de OC= 


caſion. He that ſaid Do not commit adultery, 


faid 2 Do for kill.“ rd. ihe 95 2 5 125 
inciple we may argue on e*that ſai 
ZE without Leg 8 this in remembrance bf 
ae. ſaid alſo « Repent and be baptized—Ariſe and 
de baptized.“ If our Saviour be worthy of regard 


in Hs thing, be onght to be regatded in 8 2 


£ bi is our example : and he was bz ized, not * 
ben he was an infant, but when adult; ànd was ir- 
merf 4, not Yprinkt-d." "This is evident on the face of 
ſcriptute, and few have been har enou H to deny 
it. To imitate Chriff in the imitable parts of his 
conduct, is the ſummit of a thriſtian's ambition. 

6. Baptiſm is ſo plain a duty that profeſſing chrif. 
tians have generally acknowledged the neceſſity of it, 
Now there is but ow Arran The ſprinkligg of 
infants can never be proved to be chriſtian baptiſm, 
Both the actions and ſubjects are eſſentially Ablerent, 


T bis we have ſeen above. If believers be not _ 
'tiz 
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rd, and do ok the things 
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„ fe 
tized, then, we intizely loſe one of Chriſt's inflitu- , 
tions. Would any chriſtian 'wiſh that one of the 
word of FI hows all to-the ground? It fol- 
'- lows that thou iſm is not of that importance 
which many | Sg erted, both in the eſtabliſhed 
| church, and among the proteſtant diſſenters, yet it is 
N by far too important to be neglected by any ſervant 
of Jeſus Chtiſt. BE PIs P ” 
| 7- The primitive chriſtians, ſo far as we can learn, 
uniformly attended to this ordinance. No inſtance .. 
can he produced of any who were converted, in the 
apoſtolic age, and where not baptized, We are bound 
by the ſame authority, are under the ſame obliga- 
288 tions, and have the ſame rule as they. We are ac-- 
©] countable to the ſupreme judge, as well as they; and 
ought to follow their example in this, as in othesx _ 
PO | Pe id pat: 5 | 
8, Baptiſm is the anſwer of a -g90d conſcience 
towards God.“ 1 Pet. iii. 21. We cannot pretend 
to be chriſtians, without a good conſcience ; nor to 
have in ourſelves, nor give to others, any ſubſtantial 
roof of our converſion to Chriſt, unleſs we act in 
uch a manner as «correſponds. with a good con- 
ſcience. But we cannot pretend to this, in the al- 
lowed neglect of baptiſm, or any other known duty. 
Under this conviction, it is the evident duty of every 
beiiever, to make a cordial ſurrender of himſelf to 
the Lord Jeſus'Chriſt, in the ordinance of baptiſm, 
according to his appointment and example, . 
9, To neglect Jokit's baptiſm was ** rejecting the 
cout ſel of God. Luke vii, 30. As the baptiſm of 
Chriſt, is, at leaſt, of equal importance with that of 
John, no believer ought to neglect it, leſt he be found 
guilty of the ſame crime, | © 
10, Jeſus Chriſt has given it as the charaReriſtic 
of his friends, that they do whatſoever he com- 
mands them.” John xv. 14. Every believer, there- 
fore, ought to ſhew himſelf a friend of the Lord 
Jeſus, by univerſal obedience. If the baptiſm of be- 
 lievers be one part of his commands, as we have . | 
above 
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rections. A 
faithful and wiſe Steward, a Sermon, ad- 
— > ; ei tp Lovng Miniſters at an Affociation, 6d i 1 
'The Mourning Pa Parent comforted; the Subſtance 717 
of two Sermons ocraſioned the Death obewy 
of the Author's Children, 4 4 
4 The e Account of the Way of Salvation 3 | 1 
. Arts, 1s x , 
5 F 2 of Religion and Praflice; the Subs | 
ſtance of Fifty Sermons, . 
0 The Duty of ay al and en- 
* forced at an Ordination; with a 3 to 
f the Feu by the Rey. Mr. Thompſon, of Boſ- 


i” * Church Fel. 5 
N eb. t n a . 


3 An Humble Eſſay n Chriſtian Baptiſm, i in which 
the Meaning of the Original Word, the Cuſtomm 


4 of the Jowe, and the Sentiments of the Ancient 
Fathers, re harp waar Ordinance, are impar- . 
tially canfidered, zd edit. with 2 Letters to 

| the Rev. Dr. Addington, on the Subject and 
Mode of Baptiſm, 16 
N. R. The Letters to Dr. Addington, may be had 


ſe rate, 3d. 1 5 
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80 The Confiftent Chriſtian ; ah Subſtance of my 
3 Sermons, is I 
W-—- ' 9 Our Saviour's Commiſſion explained gf im- 

WET: +. 5 3-1 0G A Sermon on Matt. xxviit. 19, 

TOTS, —— Query, reſpecting the Extent of our 
3; 3. >, Saviour's Death, Repropoſed, &c. 1d | 
11 * to Reſponſor, or an Introduction to a 1 

farther Proof if need be) that Jeſus Chriſt lad | 
=: down his Life tor the Sins of all Mankind, in 2 24 
3 Letters to Reſponſor, with a ſhort Letter to Con- 
iN IE fiderat 1 
12 Scripture 


irections a neouragements for 
N s 3d . 1 0 
13 ules a ervations. for the oyment.. 0 
Health, extracted from Dr. ed 2d * 
14 Candidus examined with .Candotrr, on Free - Com- | 
| munion, 2d 
1 A* A Practical Improvement of the Divinity and Ws 
= Atonement of 5 attempted in Verſe, Td © 
13 16 A Catechiſm; or InftruRions for Children and 
Vouth, 3d edit. e - I paar | | 
17 Entertainment and Profit united; eaſy Verſes on 27 
the chief Subjects of Chriſtianity, f Children 5 
and Youth, 2d edit. 2d 
18A Diſſettation on Singing in the Worſhip of God, 
interſperſed with — 10nal Strictures on the 
Rev. Mr. Boyce's late Tract on that Subject, 6d | 
19 A Second Diſſertation on Singing i the Worſhip 28 
of God; introduced with Ts ers to the 
Rer. Mt. Gilbert Boyce, in Defence of the for- 
mer Diſſertation on that Subject, de | 
20 Obſervations on the Rev. Mr. Fllet's late Pam. 29 
phlet, entitled, The Goſpel of Chriſt worthy || 
of all acceptation,” In ꝙ Letters to a Friend, 9d 30 
1 The Stroke of Death, 'praRtically improved; A 
Funeral Sermon for Mrs, Nefam fab Birley, 
late Wife of the Rev. Mr. Bitley, of St, Ives, 
_—_ onihire. To which is prefixed, the 
Speech delivered at her Interment, * the Rev. 
Mr. Robinſon of Cambridge, 9d 
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22 An Eſſay on the right uſe of Earthly 
* Thabe Letten 70 f Fribnd, 34 cdie, e 
23 Obſervations on the Rev. Andrew Füller's Reply 
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to Philanthropos, ox a further Attempt to prove 


That the Univerſal Invitations of the Goſpel are 
founded on the Univerſality of Divine Love, and 


the Death of Jeſus. Chriſt, as. the, Propitiation - 
— for the fins of the whole World, In thirteen 


Leteers to à Friend, 2d edit. 18. 
24 The Friendly Concluſion, occaſioned by the Let. 
ters of Agnoſtos, to the Rev. Andrew Fuller, 
_ reſpecting the Extent of our Saviour's Death, and 
other Subjects connected with that Doctrine, in 
four Letters to a Friend, zd 


25 A Compendious View df the Nature and Impor- 


tance of Chriſtian Baptiſm, for the uſe of plain 

Chriſtians, occaſio by the late and preſent 

controverſies on that ſubject, ad edit. 2d . 
L265 The Int 


Sermon, preached March 15, 1789, 6d). ' 
27 A Charge and Introductory Diſcourſe at the Or- 
dination of the Rev. John Deacon, of Leiceſter, 


April 26, 1786, with the Sermon, by the Rev. 


len of ich- the e ent propoſed. 20 Mr. 
feſſion of Faith, the Queſtions, prop to Mr. 
Deacon, and his Anſwers to them: . 
28 A Charge at the Ordination of the Rev. George 


Birley, of St. Ives; Oct. 18, 1786, with the der- 


mon, by the late Rev. Robert Robinſon, of Cam- 

bridge, with Mr. Birley's Conſeſſion of Faith, 1s 
29 The Eternity of Future Puniſhment aſſerted and 

improved, 6d 


zo The Eternity of Future Puniſhment re- aſſerted— 
the Importance of the Doctrine ſtated, and, the 
Truth of it vindicated, againſt the Exceptions of 


the Rev. Mr. Wincheſter againſt it; in ſix Let- 
ters to the Rev. Mr. G. B. od 
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